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Fall and Winter are fast approaching, we all should be mindful of the fire safety tips involved when using space heaters, wood heaters, and fossil-fueled heaters.  Other safety tips should be followed when cooking, decorating for the holidays, and installing smoke and carbon monoxide alarms.
The following safety tips should be followed while purchasing and using Space Heaters:

1) Purchase a heater with the seal of a qualified testing laboratory. (UL)

2) Keep the heater at least 3 feet away from anything that can burn, including people.
3) Choose a heater with a thermostat and overheat protection.

4) Place the heater on a solid, flat surface.

5) Make sure the heater has an auto shut-off to turn the heater off if it tips over.

6) Keep space heaters out of the way of foot traffic.  Never block an exit.

7) Keep children away from the space heater.

8) Plug the heater directly into the wall outlet.  Never use an extension cord.

9) Space heaters should be turned off and unplugged when you leave the room or go to bed.

FACT: Two in five deaths in space heater fires involve portable electric heaters.
The following safety tips should be followed while using Fossil-Fueled Appliances:

1) Anytime a fossil-fueled appliance (propane, natural gas, gasoline, diesel, coal, oil, methane, wood, etc.) is used in the home or you have an attached garage you should always have carbon monoxide detector(s) installed in a central location outside each sleeping area and on every level of the home.  For the best protection, interconnect all CO alarms throughout the home.  When one sounds, they all sound.
2) A generator should be used in a well-ventilated location outdoors away from windows, doors, and vent openings.

3) Gas and charcoal grills can produce CO.  Only use outside.

4) If you need a warm vehicle, remove it from the garage immediately after starting it.  Do not run a vehicle or other fueled engine or motor indoors, even if garage doors are open.

FACTS: A person can be poisoned by a small amount of CO over a longer period of time or by a large amount of CO over a shorter amount of time.  

The following safety tips should be followed regarding the Installation and Testing of Smoke Alarms:

1) Install smoke alarms in every bedroom and outside the bedroom(s) in the hallway.  Install smoke alarms in the basement as well.

2) Large homes may need extra smoke alarms.

3) It is best to use interconnected smoke alarms.  When one smoke alarm sounds, they all sound.

4) Test all smoke alarms at least once a month.  Replace the batteries twice a year, once every 6 months.

5) A smoke alarm should be on the ceiling or high on a wall.  Keep smoke alarms at least 10 feet away from the stove to prevent false alarms.

6) Replace all smoke alarms when they are 10 years old.

FACTS: A closed door may slow the spread of smoke, heat, and fire.  Smoke alarms should be installed inside every sleeping room, outside each separate sleeping area, and every level.  Smoke alarms should be connected so when one sounds, they all sound.  Roughly 3 out of 5 fire deaths happen in homes with no working smoke detectors.  Smoke detectors save lives.

The following safety tips should be followed for Thanksgiving Safety:

1) Stay in the kitchen when you are cooking on the stovetop so you can keep an eye on the food.

2) Stay in the home while cooking your turkey and check on it frequently.

3) While frying your turkey always ease the turkey down in the grease and make sure it is                  completely thawed prior to submerging it into the pot of grease.  This should always be done outdoors.

4) Keep children away from the stove.  The stove will be hot, and kids should stay 3 feet away.

5) Make sure kids stay away from hot food and liquids.  Steam or splash from vegetables, gravy, or coffee could cause serious burns.
6) Keep the floor clear so you don’t trip over kids, toys, pocketbooks, or bags.

7) Keep knives out of the reach of children.

8) Be sure electric cords from an electric knife, coffee maker, plate warmer, or mixer are not dangling off the counter within easy reach of a child.

9) Keep matches and utility lighters out of the reach of children-up high in a locked cabinet.

10) Never leave children alone in a room with a lit candle.

11) Make sure your smoke alarms are working. Test them monthly.  Replace the batteries once every 6 months.
FACT: Thanksgiving is the leading day of the year for home fires involving cooking equipment. 
The following safety tips should be followed regarding Holiday Decorating:
1) Choose decorations that are flame resistant or flame retardant.

2) Keep lit candles away from decorations and other things that can burn.

3) Some lights are only for indoor or outdoor use, but not both.

4) Replace any string of lights with worn or broken cords or loose bulb connections.  Follow manufacturer’s instructions for number of light strands to connect.
5) Use clips, not nails, to hang lights so the cords do not get damaged.
6) Keep decorations away from windows and doors.

7) Never overload electrical outlets.

FACTS: More than 1/3 of home decoration fires are started by candles.  More than two of every five decoration fires happen because decorations are placed too close to a heat source.  Always remember if you have a real CHRISTMAS tree to be sure you keep plenty of water in the tree stand.  Check the water daily.
Respectfully,

Brandon Duckworth 









       Fire Chief/Fire Marshal 
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